Hubris, Humility and Heavenly Help
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s of the men whom Moses se
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17 Moses sent them lo
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p i 219 And how is the Land in which it divells spies” (Rashi). This intimates that even before the mission
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ARASHAS SHELACH CONTAINS THE TRAGEDY
that foretold all other tragedies in the history of our
nation. The meraglim (spies), the greatest individu-
als from each tribe; the “cream of the crop” of Klal Yisrael,
returned from Eretz Yisrael on the Ninth of Av with a terribly
negative report regarding the land. When Klal Yisrael heard
their report, they began to cry, prompting Hashem to pledge,
“Since you cried for no reason, | will designate this day as
a day of crying for all generations” (Ta'anis 29a). All the
tragedies that have befallen our people on Tishah B'Auv are a
direct outcome of the sin committed by the meraglim.
Moshe Rabbeinu apparently sensed that the meraglim
would return bearing a bad report. He changed the name of
his devoted disciple Hoshea ben Nun to Yehoshua, telling
him, “May Hashem save you from the plot of the meraglim.”
The Zohar reveals the inner motivation that caused the
meraglim to sin so egregiously. The meraglim were the lead-

ers of their shevatim (tribes) in the wilderness, and they real-
iged that their term in office might expire when Kial Yisrael
reached Erelz Yisrael. The meraglim never made a conscious
decision to lie about the conditions in Eretz Yisrael. But the
looming threat of losing their status upon entering Eretz
Yisrael distorted their vision, and everything they saw during
their mission came under the shadow of negativity they asso-
ciated with the land.

o AUN P G

WITPR WA TIDRY 1A D By N
R oAn (Bp pp qY) 1WNWIDa

MINAY AR LY ovvank oinn
2IN07 JANW BD 10 DTN v
KOR 1 pPRIT MY DwaR o
SR PIRY HRTWT 12 novanaw WY
bainn WP LEWwRY Y T XY

began Moses suspected that it wo i
uld end disastrously; nev-
ertheless, he permitted them to go, because the geo;lve

= wanted it
i it and God does not deny people their freedom of
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This Zohar leads us to a difficult question. We read in
Parashas Beha'aloscha that when two people, Eldad and
Meidad, began to prophesy in the encampment, Yehoshua
ran to Moshe Rabbeinu and exclaimed, “My lord Moshe,
incarcerate them!” (11:28).

What did Eldad and Meidad say that disturbed Yehoshua
so? “Moshe meis veYehoshua machnis es Yisrael la-Aretz —
Moshe will die, and Yehoshua will lead us into Eretz Yisrael.”

Yehoshua was so upset at the thought that he could _
replace Moshe Rabbeinu as the leader of the Jewish people
ithat he _consfdered Eldad and Meidad worthy of incarceration
for suggestina somethind so preposterous.
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tIf_t__l:ue#plat of the spies was based on their desire to retain

their_ leadership role, as the Zohar suggests, then why was

\* Moshe concerned about Yehoshua joining such a plot?
Yehoshua had no interest in leading Klal Yisrael!

My Rebbi, Rav Yaakov Moshe Kulefsky 2t"l, told me an
amazing insight from the Kozhnitzer Maggid.

Moshe sensed that the meraglim would be affected by
their desire to retain their positions of leadership, and, based
on Yehoshua's reaction to Eldad and Meidad's prophecy,
Moshe was concerned that Yehoshua might acquiesce to their
plan for the diametrically opposite reason: to avoid assuming
the mantle of leadership. Yehoshua was so humble that he

might have been prompted to forestall a__s._it_u_gt_'io_r_lwilyh_ighj}e
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would be forced to lead Klal Yisrael by convincing the Jewish
people not to enter Eretz Visrae!
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»The Torah serves as a fence to protect a person from the

blandishments of this .world much in the manner of a fence AR R YA 9 1m ‘2 ThT PPt pibRom Yan wen T mm

surrounding a Field. If one cj;slodges even one small section of the - TP T2 KUK MER WK T TS A2 TN AKIP ATRD M7t oM cyawd
fence he has demohshed not only that particular segment but has W 12 TOuD iyama TR 5D D'Ywan oo N yav by mubw orx oqw
destroyed the entire . effectiveness of the fence. One who dispenses 57 KPR ATP 13 O¥an 1 PR 29 PR @BTHA KDR A2 B

with even one mitzvah of the Torah has in effect rid himself of all P i e e —_
restraint and it is but a matter of time until the all-encompassing
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n verse 21 the Torah taught that the spies departed on their ~ 79\ '3 Y2 T 9§ PXU WK 0¥ T3 003 MR PFIT (Y K W)
mission. Since our posuk deals with their return, why does it 78 T33DR OTX Pw T (¥ ¥ PLITH) 1MWK 72N 2w K’ 7 5t w0
repeat that they went? AT A KY 7 mMRIT 1 M1 PR OTINY aTapn ’nb 1y oy bma

Chazal (Sotah 35a) explain that our posuk is equating the spies’ IS T2 bR e byaw jam xhmm
departure with their return. Just as they returned with evil intent, so too g aypt §
did they depart with evil intent. This, however, is puzzling, for at the start BD WG TS W MR SR WWIV 7 THT W Ans @

of the spies’ mission, the Torah refers to them as DwiN distinguished (33 R @27 MW OART), TTTONT 2T MTAT Donm ovMMann

T ¥

250 / Reb Chaim’s Discourses — Parashas Vaeschanan

- N3 13991 — They went and came. . .

men (see Rashi, verse 3) — i.e., they departed as men of high standing, ~ J% 171" DYYNY 195M DT MM EWRNE ynsa Tash MEn o we:
which implies that they departed with pure motivation! . S nmw IXaY Ty wnwn
*Man’s traits are comparable to a seed. Just as a seed can lie dormant

in the ground, sprouting forth vears later, so too can man’s traits, Just 3 l“s’ A
because man finds himself battling with a new desire does not mean that D3FH YX1W RHONI YMIK T3P 3 MoNTAD 127 ¥, TAD “2%3 19N

the desire had never existed within him; it had merely not yet sprouted. AM3IF TR (K3 2 0En) N emaaay 532 1magh wem: oobam

o Although the spies left as distinguished men, the evil intent which N33 TARTE IMIT VT 100 WEY DX uT> 73 aben amr aba e

sprouted upon their return was already within them when they TIBR (R 27 AOW) 5T 2wRIY YRITY 12 CURT DUDIRD BMIR D nR
departed. Although upon their departure it was but a seed, upon their

pekutnh gramiater. P\ v E‘&\& 53 PYYR b¥aT? 133 Ty 2% TR AR MR MY MY 1Y

\c\ [ find the implications of this insight frightening. We are all DIWIRT DMK (R 33 7A20) nm T 103 1eans bren 93 o 1md 3o
aware that our negative character traits can cloud our vision {""’“’ DDIIM D3y DRI DMK OBN MM YAEw VA i 13 43 )
and affect our decisions and our-gﬁt-laak on life. Hum;llty, L your By Shenh wan mwm 1w 19 nbyntn mnm mevtp bw )
however, is far from a negative character tralt— on the con- BRYY2 — DAz TIE PAs w3 T ow vhy bnoabk b
trary, it is considered one of the finest traits a person can T MRwA b3 A0SR AP AOTY TOM yaws A3 A3 mabna TImw TR
possess. The idea that a person can be affected so negatively BREY MK Mywh KT Nya 250 0 1350 WRI AR 53 MR mikns
by a positive character trait is frightening indeed. abo mar kbR a0 nR B3 PEAY AMIDY N OREYY R M OTRR DO 03

We have to realize that an agenda is an agenda, no matter mi 737 YT ma ta IRy RNTR MY N0 2Py ab3 TTayn aKl vhwn
how altruistic _the holder of that agenda thinks himself to be. FONOI MDY ASN IR DR 220 WYY DR WY R KUK oneyn sy by
If a person’s character traits — whether humility, kindness, (PIUTE ANYEAM W S3Y YAM MY DME MY AT Dmen
love of peace, or any other trait — causes him to enter a situ-
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/ ation with_a preconceived notion of how the situation should
play itself out, then his vision is clouded, and he perceives
( the facts differently.
We often hear people say, “Personal interests aside, [
think ....” We are under the impression that we can place IY IRIA TP 990 PN NRVA NNSY” RIN IR ODDIVA TR AV

our personal interests aside and view situations objectively
. . I PUTY RINY M NR RYONNY INI3 PRI LIVAON WHT RN YIN RN 0T
despite our ulterior motives.

The Torah teaches us that we cannot put our feel- 1779R ,NN9 12 DMMO TWRI DIBR NN DY 15 NN KR 17T 902

ings aside. 59 Ywa PDINYT NXIBN NIND IMIA W NIV AN 19 1NN DN
“You shall not accept a bribe,” the Torah states, “for a

bribe will blind the eyes of the wise and make crooked the ANRON

words of the rightous” (Devarim 16:19).

mo:ebr_t_l_)ge_does not necessarily have to be in the form of .__jQUd? 'j" g'( Jﬂg X

y; anything that can cloud our perception of reality is —d

considered a bribe that will blind our eyes and make words T7AR Y7RY RDI PRy 223 PRI AMD - M0 N OTRY 1apn yrn”

that are just appear crooked. Even a person with perfect OTRA YR 35177 PR, 970 1905 RN DIRY NI N0 MY amatws

vision cannot see clearly through frosted glass; the opac- 1P 173N NND HY TIIY ROR 19X 019nY 19 nnY RYW 1712 9T v

ity distorts everythmg he sees. An agenda, even if it is as (:331210) V"IN 1INRY 93,715 019N 53170 1187 Y© a1 navn) Nnoa
o altruistic as the desire to keep Moshe Rabbeinu in power, will :DW 97 2N “WR NP NI AMR IRIP 1025 190 WP NN’

distort reality. nnan 12 mnaY vyn 1517: PRY DTRA TWRI P21 NIRDA ANab anmr

Now, if Yehoshua was liable to fall into the terrible plot S
of the meraglim because of his personal agenda, then what
about us? Is there any way that we can avoid falling prey to
our personal interests?



rest of the nations of the world,® to the extent that H;:h;m made a special point of
admonishing Bnei Yisrael, “Do not imitate the deeds of the [people of the] Land of
Canaan, to which | am bringing you” (Vayikra 18:3). The evil deeds of the nations that

I

The answer is that we must be sure to follow Yehoshua's
lead. Mashe's foresight rescued Yehoshua from sin.

The Mishnah teaches us, “Accept a teacher upon your-
self, acquire a friend for yourself S {Avos 1:6).
%Each one of us must be sure to have a teacher or a friend
who can see through the self lnterests that muddy our visi vision.
If we do not have someone in our lives s who iz able to view our
decisions objectively and set us stralght we are bound to fall

Rrey to our opaque agendas.
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lived in the Land had imbued it with a level of powerful tumah, spiritual impurity,
£nd Moshe did not want Bnei Yisrael Lo enter the Land while that tumah was still in
ull force. Consequently, he assembled a group of the greatest men of the nation to
act as spies, so that they would infuse the Land with kedushah in the course of their

exploration, Thus, the spies’ expedition would prepare the Tand in a spiritual sense for
Bnei Yisrael's entry. ‘They were to pave the way for the Jewish people to conquer Eretz

Yisrael and invest it with sanctity, thereby enabling the Land to realize its full spiritual
potential®

Thus, Moshe Rabbeinu selected the greatest, most righteous men of the nation to

be the meraglim precisely because of their superior spiritual standing His intention
was that their Torah study and avodas Hashern would sanctify the Land as they passed

through it, thus preparing it for the arrival of the entire nation. This thesis is borne out
by the words of Kedushas Levi (Parshas Shelach): “The primary intent of the Creator,
‘blesscd is He, was to send wholesome, G-d-fearing peaple whose entire goal was to serve

Hashem, and not, chas vishalom, to explore the material dimension of the Land. Rather,
Hashem commanded Moshe Rabbeinu to send people who were already servants of
Hashem so that they would leave their imprint through their service, that is, through
their Torah and prayer.... This is the meaning of the word y'yasuru - they shall explore.

which is derived from the word Torah.” Thus, the function of the meragiim was to leave
an imprint of sanctity on the Land, thereby creating a foothold for Torah and kedu;ha.‘

in Eretz Yisrael that would give the Jewish nation the ability to conquer the Land and

sanctify it completely.”
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Apparently, our Sages are telling us nere Ul e CasCiivrm i i g

ing michna, of humbling onesclf, is the denial of the epo, the soll
Or as Rav Chazkel Levenstein expressed it, it is Uhe ni'st af i,
wdiminution of the self. A person humbles himsell by naling hin
" self smaller, A person thinks that the world revolves avononed D,
that his needs and wants are supreme. Such arrogance srepupnil

to the Almighty; it antagonizes Him. And only by being rmefina, Ly
acknowledging that the ego does not have to be fed, can peraon

= regain the Almighty’s favor.
Who more so than the great and mighty Achav, the powertal

king, was guilty of such self-absorption? The world was af Lin e
Everything he wanted he got. He wanted his neighbors vineyand
He got it. Nothing was allowed to stand in the way of his will, ol
his desires. .

But when he heard the Divine decree that had heen unuedd
against him, he came to a sudden stop. He realized that he had gone
off course and that, in addition to remorse andl repentance, ho Lyl
to change the direction of his life. He had to practice some nithf
atzmi, some diminution of his ego. He had to come to the vealizn

¢ (ion that he was only a human being and that the cntive world did

not revolve around him.
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Just because he had a desire, that did not entitle him to instant
gratification. Just because it was 9 o'clock in the morning, it did not
mean that his breakfast absolutely had to be served right then and
there or else. Nothing would happen if he had breakfast at 10 or
11 or even 12 oclock. True, the postponement of his breakfast was
v a small thing, but it showed a change of mind-set, a new attitude,
Achav's need for breakfast and his need for this and his need for
that were not the most important things in the world.

Why is self-absorption so repugnant to the Almighty? For one
Lhihg, it is a particularly nasty form of arrogance, which the Al-
mighty despises. It is also the rool cause of innumerable sins.,
People are so caught up with their own wants and needs that they
lose sight of everything else. Their relationships become tense and
strained, and the greater the self-absorption, the greater the strain -
on their relationships.

sl When people think they are the nucleus of the world, they are
less likely to be compassionate and considerate to other people. If
we don't care aboul other people, if we don't hurt for them, it is

almost invariably because we care too much about ourselves. How
often do problems between husband and wife stem from the con-
flict of desires? The husband wants one thing, the wife wants an-
other, So will it be my way or your way? Someone has to win, but
that is a formula for disaster. It is not the way to build a strong and
healthy relationship. The bigger the Me, the weaker the marriage.
The smaller the Me, the stronger and richer the marriage. Then
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Moreover, what does sclf-absorption do to our relationships
with our Creator? If a person is profoundly concerned with his own
needs and desires, he will always be in conflict with the Almighty,

¥ 5o to speak. The Almighty demands one thing, while he wants an-
other. And who will prevail? Whose will counts more? The bigger
a person’s Me, the more likely he is to disobey the Almighty in or-
der to satisfy his own dﬁqugesfﬂw smaller a person’s Me, the more
likely he is to seek to satisfy the Divine will.

Why do we bristle when we are criticized? Why do we Tave dif
ficulty admitting that we're wrong? To a spouse? To . foend” 1o
an associate? To the Almighty? It is only because the Me needs
much to be big, Lo be large; and the admission that “F'm sorry = con
cedes that our Me may not be so gigantic atter all.
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Moshe told the spies to bring back the fruits of Eretz Yisracl
precisely to drive home the lesson that they would still be completely
dependent on God's beneficence. Without water, fruits cannot grow,
and in Eretz Yisrael water depends solely on rainfall, which is
obviously not in man’s hands. Moshe wanted them to recognize that
even though there would be more effort required to secure a

*.livelihood in the natural setting of Eretz Yisrael than in the desert, the
final result would depend no less on God than when the manna

descended directly from Heaven.

Unfortunately, only Calev and Yehoshua grasped this point. The
others saw only that it was beyond their “natural” abilities to conquer
the land, and concluded that even God Himself, as it were, could not
help them since He had chosen to let them be governed by the natural
order. This reasoning led to the purposeless crying on the night of
Tisha B' Av when the people wept as a sign of hopelessness.

To correct the purposeless tears of that Tisha B'Av eve in the

_ desert, our Batei Mikdash were destroyed on Tisha B'av and we were

( thrust into galus where we would come to see clearly our dependence
on Hashem. But rather than crying of our helplessness, our tears on
Tisha B'Av must proclaim: “Hashem, You promised that we would
be redeemed from this galus. We cannot achieve this redemption
hrough our own efforts. Therefore You must redeem us.”

Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, the great Mirrer Mashgiach, explains
the Mishnah at the end of Sotah to mean that Mashiach will not

_come until we realize that we have nothing and no one to rely on
except Our Father in Heaven. Mashiach will not come so long as we
attribute our successes and failures to “'natural” causes. As long as we
look for political, economic and sociological explanations of world
events and excuse ourselves from Torah learning on the grounds that
we must earn a livelihood, we will not merit an end to our exile.

Let us strengthen our faith and trust in Hashem so that we can
finally dry the tears of Tisha B'Av and celebrate it with jubilation, for

a Redeemer will have come to Zion.
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